THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

There must have been in Germany some spec-
tacles at least which reflected luridly the flame and
smoke of the air battles of August and September.
The toll which our terrible moat, the Channel, was
taking of the flower of the Luftwaffe cannot have been
wholly concealed. Search the German communiquSs,
however, and you will find no trace of a reference to
the enormous wastage of machines and men then
taking place. That wastage may well be found even-
tually to have an influence upon the ultimate issue
of this war; Germany's loss of trained airmen in the
autumn of 1940 may be a factor in the contest for
supremacy in the air in 1941.
Why the Germans Resorted to Night-bombing
It is commonly supposed that it was because of
Germany's failure in her attempt to win command
of the air by daylight that she turned to night-raid-
ing. That was one reason, no doubt, but it was not
the sole reason. We know what Hitler's explanation
of the change has been. He has repeated it often
enough. It was because we were bombing German
towns by night and killing women and children, and
he was driven, reluctantly, to resort to similar
methods* In his speech in the Reichstag on July 19
he complained of our attacks upon the civilian popu-
lation of Germany and threatened that the German
reply to it would bring misery to millions. When
opening the Winter Relief Fund on September 4
he said that the British were bombing Germany by
night because they could not fly over the Reich by
day, that they were scattering bombs indiscrimi-
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